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fOKSTE»'s TRAVEtrS. 


portion of articles taken in barter by the 
natives. This species of commerce, so lucraftiie 
to India, and which must have deposittt^ ^ 
large amount of gold and silver, continued for 
upwards of a century and an half, But, after 

the English Government was established in 
Bengal, tile necessity of thii commercial system 
no longer existed ; the amount of the revenues 
became sufficient to purchase the cargoes of the 
country, and to defray the public expenditures: 
here, one channel of the influx of specie 
into Bengal was stopped, and it will be found, 

m " 

also, that the revolutions, which in that quarter, 
advanced the fortunes of llie English, have 
materially lessened the like imports of the other 
European nations, who traded to Bengal. For, 
exclusively of finding a current sale for their 
commodities, they have been enabled to procure, 
from the English, large sums of money, for 
bills on Europe. An important change has 
also been efl’ected on the interior commerce of 
Bengal, by the extinction of the Mahometan 
dominions. 

The native princes, and chiefs of a various 
description, the retainers of numerous depen¬ 
dants, afforded a constant employment to a vast 
number cf ingenious mauufactnrers, who sup¬ 
plied their masters with gold and silver stuffs, 
cunously flowered, plain muslins, a diversify 
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porsteb’s travels 


which has brought an evident change in the 
" ^ , f __-oi T am not autno* 


Bengal 


by any specific knowledge, to say, that 

cargoes, though of a different species, which 
are now transported, annually, to Europe. 
Having already noticed the large influx 

European specie, o j 

and the cause of the cessan 

will offer some desultory sentiments, on tbe 
<iihiect of the diminution of the coin in . “ ’ 
of which grievous complaints have long existe . 

ir had been acquired ; and though seven y 

oppression ni.^ht circulation, 

accumulation, J . ^ f juxury, the 

.1, th(‘ many channejs oj , 


through improved anil embellished, 

without the expenditure of 

rt may j ’ and private buildings, 

ETuropeans, m tnei p 

>as, attequjitcly, am le<l to Jiazarcl an 

,-,a« and labourer. But, I ,r 

I cd bv tbe preceding princes to the 
mnstructiou of mosqnes, baths, H 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IQ 


iosster’s travels. 


and hold them out to public vicv; wi^out 
proposing remedies for the ills that are ex¬ 
hibited. The scantiness of my local knowledge* 
will only permit me to say, that as the welfare 
of the British dominion in India, ultimately 
depends on the prosperi ty of Bengal no labouf 
should be thought irksome, no raricMial plan 
left untried, which may improve its revenue, 
or encourage its trade. 

On the 29th of May I arrived at Berham- 
porc. In this cantonment, which is large and 
commodious* are stationed three regiments of 
Sepoys, and a battalion of Europeans On 
the l^th of June, made an excursion to 
j^jooreshedabad, and its environs, that I might 
view the theatre on which those interesting 
5cl)emes had been agitated, which, after 
series of intrigue and bloodshed, advanced 
the English to the dominion of a wealthy 

kingdom. 

At the distance of a mile below the city, and 
on the opposite bank of the river, stands the 
burying place of Ali Verdy Khan, known also 
in India by the name of Mahobut Jung; a man, 
who, by his abilities as a soldier and a states¬ 
man, raised himself from a private condition, to 
the Subahdarry of Bengal. He maintained an 
obstinate war with the Mahrattas, for the space 

of eight years, and was, after an obstinate 


a 
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16 


Fonsrr.R’s travels. 


R more vigilant watch over the actions of the 
English, whom, it was said, he feared; and also 
more conveniently prosecute the war against the 
Mahrattas, who had invaded his country, on the 
side of the Kuttack. Rajah Mhal bears at this 
day an impoverished aspect ; and were it not for 
the heaps of ruins interspersed through the town 
and its environs, which have now mouldered into 
a state of deep decay, it would be difficult to 
discover, that this place had been, so lately, the 
principal city of a powerful and opulent chief. 
Sauntering amongst the ruined buildings, I 
strayed into a small garden adjoining the bank 
of the river; where perceiving an old man, em¬ 
ployed in digging, I entered into a conversation 
with him. Happening to be more intelligent 
than the common class, and agreeably to the 
period of his life, veiy narrative, he afforded me 
much amusement in his relation and remarks. 
This old Cicerone observed, that the very spot 
which he was then cultivating, was the site of 
tlie Nobet Ghah, or the music-hall of the old par- 
lace; and that within his recollection, a capa¬ 
cious garden had extended in front of his little 
enclosure, which tlie Ganges had now swept 
awav. The instability of the monuments of 
human grandeur cannot, in any region of the 
globe, I apprehend, be more faithfully, or more 
grievously exemplified than at Rajah MhaJ; yet- 
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22 forstee’s tbavei-s. 

with other considerable advantages, for ob- 
“ taining the possession of this unfortunate 
“ family. 

Whatever might have been the cause, 

“ Sultan Shujahdid not go thither, but sent his 
eldest son; who, on approaching the dwell- 
‘‘ ing of the King, began to display his libera- 
“ lity to the people, by throwing amongst 
“ them a considerable quantity of rupees of 
“ gold and silver, and when he came before 
the King, he presented him with rich em- 
“ broideries, and rare pieces of goldsmith s 
work, set with precious stones of gieat value, 

“ excusing at the same time, on account of 
“ some illness, his father, in whose name he had 
“ now to entreat, that the ship, which had been 
promised, might be held in read'ness. But, 
“ all that the Prince had done, had not advan- 
“ ced his business; on the'contrary, this King, 
“ in the course of five or six days after, made a 
“ demand of one of the daughters of Sultan 
“ Shujah, in marriage, in which the father re- 
“ solving never to acquiesce, the King became 

“ highly offended. 

“ Sultan Shujah seeing the season for sailing 

had passed aw’ay, and perceiving the situation 

“ in which he w’as then placed was a desperate 
“ one, determined on pursuing equally despe* 
“ rate measures, and undertook the performance 
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fou^tcr’s trav 


j 


“ mountains and forests that lay in the way, 
besides, they pursued him so closely, that he 
“ Mas overtaken, the same day on which he 
“ fled. It may be xvell imagined, that Sultaa 
“ Shujah defended himself, with the most ob- 
“ stinate courage. The number of Barbarians 
“ that fell under his sword will scarcely be cre- 
“ dited ; but at length, overpowered by the 
“ multitude of his enendes, he was forced to 
“ quit the conibat. Sultan Bauque, mIio had 
“ not advanced as far as his father, fought like 
“ a lion, until covered uith the blood of the 
“ wounds he received from the stones, that had 
“ been sliowered upon him from all sides, he 
“ was seized on, and carried away, with hi* 
“ moiher, tw'o young brothers, and his sisters. 
“ All that could be learned of the fate of Sultan 
“ Shujah, himself, was, that, accompanied by 
“ one woman, an eunuch, and two other persons, 
he ascended tlie top of a mountain ; that he 
'• M as Mounded on the head with a stone, which 
struck him down ; but that the eunuch having 
“ bound up the wound, with his om'u turban, 
“ he arose again and escaped into the midst of 
“ the wootls. This relation I have heard re- 
“ counted in many different ways, by those 
“ even that were on the spot, which gave rise 
“ to a variety of reports of this Prince, and 

“ spread frequent alarms at the court of Delhi.’’ 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































yORSTEn’s TRATKL8. 


Cassum AU Khan, in the last yean of hii 
government, retired to the fort of Mongheer, 
and, actuated by a keen resentment against the 
English, for their extensive encroachments on 
his authority, and the commerce of his country, 
he formed the plan of throwing off their yoke* 
and annihilating their influence in Bengal. In 
addition to these motives, he was urgently inci¬ 


ted to the attempt by the officers of his court 
and army, who were necessarily alarnied at the 
diminution of their power and lucrative appoint¬ 
ments. Amongst the foremost of these we find 


the Armenian Khojah G regore, who, contrary 
to the usage of his country-men, had assumed 
the profession of arms, and had risen to high 
rank and confidence, in the service of Cassum 


All ilc seems, with Sumroo, to have borne a 
principal part in the war against the English, 
which ultimately involved, as is well known, 
the ruin of Cassum, and the destruction of the 
Mahometan dominion in Bengal. Gregore also 
lost his life ; for, on a suspicion of intnguing 
with the Armenians of Calcutta, he was cut 
off, previously to the expulsion of his master. 


in a point Of view, different from that described by a late wrii« 
(CoL Dow) on the Empire of Hindostan ; 

founded his clain>s to accuracy, could not have attained the ^ 

session of more authentic documents, than a person, who was hii^ 

self brought tonvard into the action of the day, and ^ 

for the space of more Clian 100 years, liave borne the test of tru 
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38 rOHSTEB^S TAArStS. 

height, seems to look down with triumph and 
exultation on the fallen state of a city so pro¬ 
foundly revered by the Hindoos, would appear to 
have been prompted to the mind of Aurungaebe# 
by a bigoted and intemperate desire of insulting 
their religion. If such was his wish, it hath 

O 

been completely fulfilled. For the Hindoos 
consider this moaument, as the disgraceful 

■ 4 

record of a foreign yoke, proclaiming to every 
stranger, that their favourite city has been de¬ 
based, and tlie worship of ther gods defiled. 
From the top of the minarets is seen the entire 
prospect of Benares, which occupies a space of 
about two miles and an half along the northern 
bank of the Ganges, and generally a mile in¬ 
land from the river. Many of the houses, 
which are remarkably high, some of them ha¬ 
ving, six and seven floors, are built of stone, re¬ 
sembling that species found in tne quarries of 
Portland*, and which abounds in this part of the 
couutryi. But the streets where these lofty build¬ 
ings stand, are so narrow as not to admit of two 
common carriages abreast. In addition to the 
pernicious effect which must proceed from .a 
confined atmosphere, there is, in the hot season, 
an intolerable stench arising from the many 
pieces of stagnated water dispersed in different 

♦ The Beii«res> or Chuiiar^Qhur ^ne, is d'^ser grained and 
deeper coloured) than of Portlnnil- 
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FORSTEn'S TRAVELS. 


them deemed a severe reproach and misfortune. 


Facintrthis designation of Mhah Deve, is some- 
times seen, in a suppliant posture, the statue 
of a cow, or bull ; an animal said to have de¬ 
rived h‘S sacred qualities, from having been 
chosen bv this god, as the favourite medium of 
his conveyance. But the more enlightened 
pundits say, that this creature hath been pre¬ 
served frmu slaughter, by its great utility to 
man j it being his ablest assistant in the labours 
of the field, and the chief provider of his imme¬ 
diate sustenance*. It doubtless argues a sound 
policy in the Hindoos, to stamp the ox tvith 
this sacred mark ; for were its flesh eaten, as 
Hindostan is thinly supplied with horses, the 
various branches of agriculture would suffer an 

essential injury. 

Another figure represents Slieva, with four 
bauds, holding different emblems of his power; 
and five heads, four of which are directed to 
the cardinal points, and the fifth is placed with 
the face upwards, in the supposed act of con¬ 
templating the godhead. This deity, who occu- 
pies numerous forms, is figured also with three 
eyes, one of which is placed in tile forehead. 

In gratitude for the service which Brimha 
has performed on earth, it would reasonably be 


Miti butler comyioi 


e a "Teat part of the aliment of an 


Hilicloo. 
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51 


transmigration, rendered acceptable to the 

Deity by a pursuit of virtue, and when his soul 
shall be completely purified from the taints of 
evil, the Hindoo is admitted to a participation 
of the radiant and never-ceasing glory of his 
first Cause *. The soul’s receiving this act of 
bliss, is described by comparing it to a ray of 
light, attracted by the grand powers of the sun, 
to which it shoots Avith an immense velocity, 
and is there absorbed in the blaze of splendour. 

Yum Durm Rajah officiates in the same capa¬ 
city amongst the Hindoos, as Alinos did in the 
infernal regions of the ancients. All souls 
liberated from the body, are supposed to appear 
at the tribunal of Yum Durm, where their former 
actions are proclaimed aloud, and examined by 
this judge, Avho passes an immediate sentence. 
Should the disposition of a man have been so 
flagitiously depraved, as to be judged unworthy, 
even of an introduction into the body of the 
vilest animal, such corporal punishment is im¬ 
posed on him, as may be thought adequate to 
his crimes; and the soul is afterwards placed in 
some suitable station on earth. According to 
the religious tradition of the Hindoos, Sree 


* The union of the human soul with the divine ctherial substance 
frf the universe, is the ancient doctrine of Pythagoras and Plato ; 
but it seems to exclude any personal or conscious immortality 
See Gibbon’s H istory, volume 4th, p. 20?, in a nott*. 



52 


FOBSTER S TRATELS. 


Mun Narrain, since the creation of the world, 
has at nine different periods assumed incarnated 
forms, either for the purpose of eradicating 
some terrestrial evil, or chastising the sins of 
mankind*. The Hindoos worship a secondary 
species of deity, which they wildly multiply to 
the number of thirty-three crores t, who, in their 
different functions, are designed to represent the 
numberless attributes of the Supreme Deity. 

From the crowd of images which the Bramin 


has placed in the temples of the Hindoos, they 
have been branded with the appellation of idola* 
ters. When this mode of offering supplications 
or thanksgiving to the Supreme Being is dispas¬ 
sionately examined, it will be seen, that a personi¬ 
fication of the attributes of the Deity is not 


unfitly adapted to the general comprehension. 
Those (and the}' compose a great portion of the 


people) who are not endowed with the ability of 
reading the praise of God, can with facility con¬ 


ceive a certain idea of his greatness, in contem¬ 
plating a figure, sculptured with many heads 
and with many hands, adorned with every sym¬ 
bol of human power, and beheld by all classes 
of men with unfeigned reverence. The origin 
of emblematical figures has long preceded the 


* According to the Hindoo tradition, a tenth incarnation of the 

Deity is yet expected. 

^ A crorc is a hundred lack**. 
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Tanjore, when the fort was captured, riding on 
an elephant*, whose form was composed of the 
figures of seven young women, entwined to¬ 
gether in so ingenious and whimsical a manner, 
as to exhibit an exact shape of that bulky auimal. 
In the Bess Eishwer Pagoda at Benares, is seen 
a stone figure, well executed, of the god of the 
Sun, sitting in a chariot, and driving a horse 
with twelve heads, an evident allusion to the di- 

visions of the ecliptic. 

Without putting etymology to the torture, 
or moulding to the shape of his system the de¬ 
ceitful aids of chronology, the caretul observer 
might be enabled to trace some parts of the reli¬ 
gious worship of the Hindoos into Egypt. He 
would discover the sacred Bull or Cow of Sheva, 
pjaced high in the holy legends of the Coptis; 
and he would see the Snake, one of the myste¬ 
rious associates of Sree Mun Narrain, devoutly 
revered by that, nation, as the hierogij phic of 
wisdom and longevity. It would appear that 
the onion, mentioned by historians to be held in 
-such profound veneration amongst the Egyp- 

* It is also said to represent Kishin, an incariated lonu vt 

Deity. 

t An abbre viated compound of Vystnow, or Bishen and Eishwer. 
In this temple, which is dedicated to these two deities in conjunc- 
\joi\j the sectaries of both ofter up their prayert. 
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foRSTEB^S TRAVELS. 


iTial bodies. It is in these situatioTis, where, as 
it is termed, the hill fever is produced: — a 
disease, which pervading every part of the ani- 
inai cficonomy, contaminates the whole mass 
of blood, and will only yield to the power of 
jnercury. The water also in such places par¬ 
takes of the like baneful property : — it should 
seem that the air infuses into this element, a 
certain portion of that pestifeious (quality, with 
which the climate ot woody and confined coun¬ 
tries in India is ever pregnant The falling of 
the branches and leaves into rivulets and reser¬ 
voirs of water, may likewise increase the 
noxious effect. Having frequently witnessed 
the ill ejects of a confined air, I am the more 
gjjjboldened to hazard these conjectures j which 
I will close wdtli noticing to you, that where- 
ever I have observed an impurity of air, the 
water has been etjually pernicious. 

At the gate of tlie fort, had taken up his 
lonely residence, a Maliometan Faquir, who 
bore on him, poor man !, evident proofs of the 

destructive climate of Lutteef-ghur; — he was 

meagre, wan, and nearly consunie<l by the vio¬ 
lence of a fever and ague. When 1 desired him 
to leave so melancholy a station, and go where 
he might recover his health, he shewed little 
attention to the advice, and preferred, be sai » 
an existence in this place, under a load o im 
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Forster’s travel-*. 


91 


which it is thought contributed to piomote tlie 
cartr success of Aumngzebe. The serauce of 
ShahzadpouFj built chiefly of brick and mortar, 
has spacious and commodious apartments, hut, 
from want of repair* one angle of it has fallen 
into ruins. It is seriously to be lamented, that 
edifices fiouiide^l on principles of such public 
spirit OT motives equally beneficial to tlie state, 
and whose uses are so universally felt, should be 
suffered to moulder into decay. It would seem, 
that when the larger serances were first founded, 
certain portions of land, or other established 
funds, were set apart for keeping them in neces¬ 
sary order: but such has been the distracted 
state of Hindostan for these later periods, and 
such the oppressions, or perhaps poverty of its 
rulers, that these grants have either been re¬ 
sumed, or diverted into other channels. In stij?- 

o 

matizing any specific class of men, I believe I 
have committed an error; for on a more dis¬ 
passionate view, a large share of censure falls on 
the people at large. In India, ostentation, self- 
iove, vanity, or whatever term may be best fitted 
to the passion whose effects I mean to describe, 
has usurped as powerful a sway over the minds 
of the people, as in any circle of the globe ; and 
it is exemplified in various shapes, but in none 
more than in the foundation of public U'orks. 
On observing once, a Hindoo of some distinc- 
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FOBSTEA's TRAVEl^v 


and the sejnblance of outrageous virtue, she 
declared that I should not sleep under her 
roof,—I might, if I liked, place my bed on the 
out-side of the door,—rFinding the night grow¬ 
ing cold, gnd not being impressed with sen¬ 
timents of respect for mhie hostess, whose per¬ 
son had nothing lovely in it, 1 planted my bed 
somewhat rudely in the midst of her apartment, 
telling her, she might dispose of herself ais she 
deemed most fitting, but that my deportment 
w'ould be chaste, and consistent with the rules of 
honour, thoogh appearances might be unfavour¬ 
able. The good woman perceiving my inat¬ 
tention to her clamorons representation, was glad 
to compound the matter, and take a small 
secuniary eprapensation, for the injury her 
character might suffer. 

On the next day I went to Badam, a station 
of eight cosses.—Badam is said to have been 
founded four hundred years ago, by one of the 
Seljukian kings ; and from a magnificent ex¬ 
tensive city, is now sunk into a small moulder 
ine town. Tlie ruins of the fort still serve to 

W 

exhibit a mortifying picture of former gran¬ 
deur; but such is the reverse of its condition, 
that the howling wolf, and the screeching 
owl, now become its only tenants, have snp- 
planted the gay damsel, and the care-soothing 
minstrek Thra* my fiksidf eic thy youthfii 


FOnSTEa’s TRAVELS. 


in 


blood ceases to run lightly through its now 
dastic channels,—ere thy mind refuses longer 
to receive the glowing tints of fancy’s pencil, 
—seize the fair pleasures of the hour, and, fol¬ 
lowing the precepts of our Hafez, leave the rest 
to fate!—I passed this evening in the company 
of the fair, (though the epithet may not lite¬ 
rally apply to OUT Indian ladies,) who, for a 
moderate offering, sung, laughed, and danced 
around me until mid-night. 

On the 1st of February, after a tedious 
journey of fourteen cosses, leading through a 
lonely unhospitablc country, I arrived at 
Owlah.—Of the few fellow-travellers pursuing 
the same track, two Wolves, a fox, and two 
hares, composefl the greater number. The 
shrubs and high grass had so concealed the path, 
that I was completely bewildered, and had lost 
my way; when a small village on an eminence 
attracted my notice, and held out the prospect 
of relief: but such is the instability of sublu¬ 
nary pleasure, that this promising mark proved 
a false beacon. The hamlet was unroofed, an(j^ 
its inhabitants had sought a more friendly land. 
Then, in the bitterness of my heart, I gave up 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah to as many devils as chose 
to take him, and was about consigning the 
English to the same crew, for having expelled 
from a country which ^cy had made populous 



11^ 


POnSTEU’s TRAVELS. 


and opulent, tlie extensive tribe of Rohiilas. 
How insatiable, cruel, and how destructive, 
even of its own purposes, appears ambiHon, 
when placed in this light. It prompted a 
prince, already possessed cf an ample fair ter¬ 
ritory, to seite, with barely chc colour of pre¬ 
tence, the domain of Ids neighboors, who, by a 
salutary system of government, had enriched 
their country, and had made their names re¬ 
spected. The conqueror, by the fortune of war, 
subjects into a province this flourishing terri¬ 
tory, which is soon converted into desolate 
plains, and deserted villages. Tliis is not, I 
trust, the language of exaggeration, or the 
colouring of fancy t it is a simply grievous 
truth, forcings hscif on the notice of the most 
cursory observer.—The town of Owlah, once 
crowded with inhabitants, and adorned with 
mosques and spacious buildings, is now ver¬ 
ging to ruin, arid many of its streets are choaked 

'yp witli fiillcn lisibitfltioDS, 

On the 2d of Februaiy, at Sbahabad, four¬ 
teen cosses,—a large village in the districts of 
Fyze-ullah-Khan. The whole of this chiefs 
country evinces the beneficial effects arising 
from the encouragement of husbandry, and the 
aid of an active government. Populous villa- 

ges, skirted by extensive fields-of com, are seen 

on all sides; and the haughty independent 
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-BPBZ_r«—-J" 

1 

Eh 


.IZZZi.. .zz__ 


"TTZb-- -’^=t 

» 

BBB.' -... 

B__B.- -mZZ" 

ZZ." 

1™. -IT.---. _ 

Z"Z 

I -B^ZBB" zz 

,-BBi—-^aa-aBB"" ._ 

■■a 

bBB 

bPB 

ZZa^_«^_;f!j . 

II 


|!i^ 

::: 

S" ■ 

■ ^BBBIi^Ba-^ZZ' 'BB? ■ 

■ ■-'"i- az-^zz.. BBC a 

PBbbbE-Z caBBa^” ■■BP-- 
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ISO 


FO]tST£ll*S TRAVEIS. 


From this period, may be dated the first tnv 
portant establishment of the Rohilla pourer in 
Rohilcund : a name by which they distinguished 
the Kutbair districts, and t^eir other territories 
on the east side of the Ganges. Aamut Ulla 
Khan * being removed from gc vemment of 
Moradabad, Hunund, an Hindoo officer of notCj 
was ordered to proceed to that place, andiCKter- 
minate the government of the Rohillas. It^. 
pears, that Omdut Ul Mulckf. a powerful om- 
rah at the court of Mahomet Shah, advised and 


promoted this measure, in revenge of the death 
of the eunuch, who had been his agent in the ma¬ 
nagement of an extensive Jaguir, which he held 
in the districts of Munounah and Owlah. The 
forces of HununA were encountered by the Ro¬ 
hillas under the command of Ali Mahomet J, 
and wholly defeated. Hunund, together with 
his son, fell in battle ; and the districts of Mo- 
radabad, with those of Bareily, were seized on 
by Ali Mahomet—About this time Azim Khan 
Dungheah, a Rohilla who had been employed in 
the Mrvice of the zemindar of Peleabeat 5, joined 


• In some papers recor«^ng Rohilla history, it k meiitiwwd, that 
Azmut Ullah was iorcibly deprired of his gwrenunent by Aft Ma¬ 


homet. 


This officer was also known by the name t>f Amir Khan. 

This event happened A. D. ir40, the year aAer Nadir Shatfs 


in vasioD of iodia* 

^ A town in the north-east quarter of Rohfleund, neat the foot 
of a woody range of hills,—Vide Rcnnel’s map. 
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170 rOH8T£R*S TRAVELS. 

fortunes, is seen soliciting, in a country io 
lately under the dominion of his ancestors, 
maintenance and protection from an English 
subject*. 

The Vizier, srhp bad np«r severely felt the 
superiority of the English annsi, shewed a serious 
desire of peace, but still refused to submit to 
the terms of the preliminary article,, in the 
manner required by the. Bengal Government, 
He refused to deliver up Cassum Ali, and Sam? 
bro, but promised to employ some convenient 
instrument in destroying the one, and to expel 
the other from his territories. This mode of 
qualifying the article, not being acceded to, 
Colonel. Munro marched with the army to 
Benares. The desertion of a party of Europeans, 
and the retreat of our troops towards Patna,, on 
his entering the Bahar province, had given him 
sanguine hopes of success, which were wholly 
dissipated by the defeat at Buxar : and from 
that period, he began to model bis army on a 
plan not before practised by the princes 
of India. The author of a valuable ma* 
nuscript, which has largely aided this compilar 


* Tbb has beea again exemplified in the person ot 
Schaindhar Shah, the eldest son of Shah Alum; who, bj the inter*- 
position of the Bengal Government, receive! a pennon o# tHrte 
lacks ofivupees out of the Oudc revenue. 

f- 

t Col<»el Policf. 
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Forster's travels. 


174 

spondcncyi he hR<i retired isto Rohilcundy where 
he solicited an asylum for bis family, and the 

assistance of the Rohillas. Hafiz Hahmot re- 

■ ^ 

ccived him with hospitality, and the respect due 
to bis rank: he afiorded hhn every domestic 
convcnicncy, but earnestly advised a peace with 
the £n?lish, as the certain medium of retrievinsr 

o O 

the desolated states of his fortunes. Destitute 
of every resource for mmntaining a war, and 
dismayed by ill fortune, the Vizier at length re¬ 
solved to throw himself unreservedly on the 
clemency of the English. He dispatched Mon¬ 
sieur Gentil, a French gentlenis»n. to the En¬ 
glish camp*, to obtain an actual anowledge of 
the disposition of his enemies. This agent de¬ 
livered to the commanding officer, an address 
from the Vizier, couched in a tenour tar different 

s 

from his former letters. He observed that the 
animosities which had arisen between them, must 
be attributed to tbedispensationsof Providence: 
that of this be had now manifest witness, by the 
events which had been produced, and that 1^ 

m 

urged by Colonel Munro, after the action of Buxar, to assist in 
completing the overthrow of Shujab-nd-Dowlahj who had ever 
been the avowed enemy of his house^ said that his honour forbade 
him to carry arms against the vanquished 

* l^fudje^JCbaB employed also by the Vizier on this occaaoft 
to negociate ^th the English; but that officer was more iKriously 
%^ged in accMDpl&hiog hi* own purposes, than in prScviing 
terms for his nustCE^ 
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Forster’s travels 


attachment, which wholly removed his embar¬ 
rassment, that he solemnly swore, he would 
never, while he resided in the same place, ab¬ 
sent himself from her apartment after a certain 
hour of the night; and that he would thence¬ 
forth ever esteem her his faithful friend and 
counsellor, l^or does, it appear that lie deviated 
from the vow he made to tlic Begum, who be¬ 
came from that day the repository of his trea¬ 
sure, and all his secret transactions 

The defeat at Buxar, having relieved the 
Vizier from the maintenance of a turbulent 


crowd of cavalry, he began to introduce in his 
army, a system of order and regular payment. 
He had seen that the excellency of the European 
troops consisted in discipline, the quality of 
their arms, and the skilful management of artil¬ 
lery, lie therefore made strenuous and un¬ 
ceasing efforts in forming a body of infantry, 
with its requisite establishment of cannon, after 
the European manner. The undertaking was 
arduous, and such as few Asiatic princes could 
have executed. But the genius, activity, and 
perseverance of Shujah-iid-Dowlah, surmounted 
the various obstacles, which rooted prejudice 
and constitutional habit had raised to oppose 
him. Under the direction of some Frenchmen 
whom he had invited into bis service, an ar¬ 
senal was founded at Fyzeabad, where guns^ 
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FOmSTESl's TRAVELS^ 


tion. The council, roused by this infonnation, 
deputed Messrs. Cartier, Russell, and Colonel 

Smith, to the Vizier, to expostulate on the ten* 


dency of his military preparations ; which indi¬ 
cated, they observed, a want/of confidence in 
their friendship and support. The deputies held 

a conference with the Vizier at Benares, in the 

_ 

month of November 1768; when, after much 


acrimonious altercation, he consented, though 
with a deep mortification and reluctance; to 
limit the strength of his troops to the following 
number and denomination: 


Cavalry, — — — 10,000 

Ten battalions of sepoys, including 

ofiicers of every rank, — 10,000 

The Nujjeeb regiment of matchlock- 

men — — 5,000 

A corps of Artillery, not to exceed 500 
Irregulars, not to be clothed, disci- 
plined, or armed, after the man¬ 
ner of the English sepoys, or 
Nujjeeb regiment, r— 9f^0Q 

35,000 


Th£ Vizier considered this restriction ns no 

less unjust, than it was disgraceful to him; but 
incapahlc-of avowedly opposing the requisi^ 
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little reserve, and he personally gave such une¬ 
quivocal testimony of his future designs, that 
his political character was arraigned by all men 
of discernment. He frequently told his cour¬ 
tiers, that after the conquest of Rohilcund, he 
would penetrate into the territory of the Mar- 
hattas, and take an exemplary vengeance for the 
ravages they had committed in Hindostan. He 
evinced also an anxious desire to attain the 
direction of affairs at Delhi, and controul the 
remains of military power yet preserved to the 
Itouse of Timur. But in this prospect he was 
thwarted by Nudjef Khan, who had the oflice 
of captain-general, and who had acquired, by 
his successes in the field, an extensive tract of 

country wholly independent of the imperial 
authority. 

The English had been taught to believe, that 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, from a principle of selt- 
interest, was attached to their nation ; that, 
aware of the insufficiency of his own ability, 
either to increase his dominion, or resist the at¬ 
tacks of an enemy, he would ultimately depend 
OQ them for protection. However just their 
opinions might have been of the real strenirth 
and resource of this prince, it would appear that 
be himself held them, (especially when aug- 
mented by the conquest of Rohilcund, and 
other expected aids,) adequate to the accom- 
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roRSTER’s TRAVELS. 


as I myself saw : but I believe tlie adjacent 


inhabitants do not use any means of catch- 
in p- them. No cultivation is seen in the \-ici- 

o 

nitv of the Jumna, though a spacious plain 
extends on the western side, and might be wa¬ 
tered without much difficulty from the river. 
The Siringnaghur territory, which here termi- 
nates, is bounded on the north and the north¬ 
east, bv the districts of independent Hindoo 


Rajahs; on the s'^uth by Oude; on the west 
and north-west ov the Jumna; and on the 

n 

south-west, by the dominions of the Sic- 
ques. From Lall Hong to the Ganges, the 

country forms, witli little interruption, a conti¬ 
nued chain of woody hills. ^Ihe elephant, 
which abounds in these forests, but of a size 


and quality inferior to that found in the Giit- 
tagong and IMalay quarters, is here only valued 
for its ivory. From the Ganges to the Jumna, 
the road lies through an extensive valley, of a 
good soil, but thinly inhabited, and interspersed 
with wood. The fbod of the people is wheaten 
bread and pease, the latter being usuaiiy made 
into a soup ; and, believe me, that in the course 
of mv life I never eat a meal with a higher le- 


hsh. Vigourous health, indeed, daily labour, 

air will recommend to the appetite 


ano a c 



worst tilings than wlieattn cakes and pease-soup. 
The to ascenain the revenue ofaco^ 
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deserve our reproach ; but it adorns the soldier 
with unsullied radiancy, and imparts to his lau¬ 
rels a bloom, which otherwise are viewed with 
horror, and exhibit only a badge of cruelty and 
rapine. 

On the ISktb, at noon, I left Nban; and that 
evening', halting at the village of Saleannah, si¬ 
tuate at the bottom of the hill and four cosses 
distant from the town. In this quarter I first 
saw, since 1 left Europe, the fir tree*, and the 
willow, which, as in our country, delights in 
hanging over a stream. From the top of the 
Khan hill, the plains of Sirhend present a wide 
prospect tt» the south-east, south, and south¬ 
west: the view to the nortliward is terminated 
at a short distance bj’^ snowy mountains. Little 
danger being now incurred from travelling in 
small bodies, as the mountains compose a barrier 
against the depredations of the Sicqiies or other 
marauders, our party from this place to Bellas- 
pour was small. To assist my servant, I had en¬ 
tertained a Kashmirian trader in small w’ares, 
who accompanied me from Najeb Ghur; and 
he was at all times a useful and a pleasant com¬ 
panion. 

On the 13th, at Sudowra — twelve cosses; a 
village on a high hill of steep ascent. The road 
this day led through a woody and mountainous 

^ Tliat species of it callet) the Scots hr. 
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country, abounding, we were told, with a va¬ 
riety of wild beasts. A tiger had newly marked 

our path with the impression of his feet; and 
* ^ 

being then informed that this creature always at¬ 
tacks animals in preference to men, I immediate¬ 
ly dismounted, and led my poor little horse. The 
tiger, and I believe generally, the feline species, 
possess but a small share of courage, and seldom 
openly seizes its prey ; but, lurking in conceal¬ 
ment, attacks by surprise, and if unsuccessful, 
steals away into a hiding place without return¬ 
ing to the onset; and in contradistinction to 
the canine species, whose great strength lies in 
the jaw, the feline strike their prey with the 
fore-feet and talons. It is said that a tiger, 
having once tasted human flesh, becomes fond 
of it, and gratifies his appetite when it can be 
done without encountering any conspicuous 
danger. Yet it M'oiild appear, that all animals 
have a dread of man, which proceeding from 
the novelty of his appearance, or perhaps some 
instinctive fear of his powers of offence, prompts 
them, when not furious with hunger, to shun 
the contest.—This evening, I was comfortably 
lodged in the front of a Hindoo retail shop, 
where an excellent mess of pease and v beaten 
cakes was served up to us. Pray excuse me for 
noting this domestic concern, which is to me 
of gr'eat moment; for by such wholesome 



forstxr’s travels. 
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meals, my strength was unimpaired, and my 
daily progress made with vigour. Covered 
quarters during the night was what wc an¬ 
xiously sought after, but did not always obtain. 
The Hindoos, though hospitably disposed to 
travellers, are averse to admitting Mahometans, 
whom they hold unclean, into any part of their 
houses. 

On the 14tb, at Lawasah—sixcosses;—a 
few scattered houses. This day's journey con¬ 
sisted in climbing steep mountains; and though 
my little horse was as active as a goat, 1 was 

t _ 

obliged, from the almost perpendicular height, 
to walk the greatest part of the way. For the 
benefit of such travelers who may come within 
your knowledge, and be disposed to pursue my 
track, you must inform them that the shop¬ 
keeper at Lawasah is a great rogue, a noisy 
wrangler, and mixes a great quantity of barley 
with his wheat-meal. As he is the only 
man of his profession in the place, there is no 
remedy for the evil, but laying i 4 a stock at Su- 
dowra, where they will find h mest treatment, 
ancflodging to boot. Though it is not very 
probable that this recommendation will be of 
material use to the honest man at Sudowra, yet 

I feel a pleasure in mentioning his goodness, to 
me. 

On the 15th, at Ooultie*^nine cosses;~two 
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or three scattered houses. The Nhan country 
is bounded here by the small district of Boje- 
pour, which depends on the Beilaspour chief — 
On the 16th, halted on the banks of a nulla — 
seven cosses. Met on the road a Kashmirian 
family, consisting of a goldsmith, his wife, 
and some children, who "were travelting to some 
town on the borders of Thibet, where tliey in¬ 
tended to settle. 

On the 17th, at Kunda, a small village—eight 
cosses, and about five miles to the north-west 
of Durmpour, the residence of the chief of a 
small district, generally subject to the authority 
of the Beilaspour government. * At Durmpour 
I paid a duty of t wo rupees for passing my horse. 

On the i^th, at Gowrah,—nine cosses. 1 
halted during the heat of the day near a water¬ 
mill, the first I had seen in India. It was 
constructed oa the principle of the like machine 
in Europe, but of more simple mechanism and 
coarser workmansnip. About two o clock in 
the morning, I observed an eclipse of the moon, 
the body of which continued partially shaded 
for near two hours. In the evening, our little 
party went to a farmer’s cottage, wliere we so¬ 
licited permission to lodge our baggage, and to 
sleep under one of his sheds. Thedarmer c.in- 
didly said, looking stedfasily in my face, which 
be seemed not to like, that he was apj)rchensive 
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undertaking Over such men what advantage 
do we not possess? Yet in some of the late 
military transactions of India, we have weak¬ 
ened our claim to those natural and acquired 
powers, which English soldiers in most of their 
actions have displayed in this country. Do not 
misconstrue the tendency of this digression, 
and mark me as an abettor of the incursions 
and depredations which we are occasionally used 
to make on the lands of our neighbours. Our 
conduct to one * of them has been as unjust as 
it was unwise, nor do I know whether to attribute 
the favourable conclusion of the event f to good 
fortune, or to the folly of our enemies. 

O N the evening of the 23 d, crossed in a ferry¬ 
boat, the Setloud, a narrow, deep, and rapid 
river, full of windings, and halted at a small 
village opposite to Bellaspour, though the dis¬ 
tance from the ferry was nearly two miles from 
the town. A Tumboo-shall kafilah had en¬ 
camped on the north side of the town on its way 
to Delhi and Lucknow, with the proprietors of 
which, or rather their agents, I formed an ac¬ 
quaintance; and through their influence with 
the collector of the customs I was permitted to 
pass without obstacle. This assistance was the 
more opportune, as the Bellaspour government 

* The Marhattas. 

t" The convention pf Wargaum, which covered vi; with disgrace. 

R 2 
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is dccniecl jealous aud oppressive. The collec¬ 
tor •xtendetl his favour even to a length that I 
had not expected, for he not only expedited my 
passage through the Bellaspour districts, but 
gave me a recommendatory letter to his brother, 
who was the manager of the Kangrah custom¬ 
house. The people of tlie Tumboo kafilah were 
desirous of knowing my story, and you also, 
perhaps, would wish to be informed of the pre¬ 
sent one, certain parts of which, on hearing 
that the Turkish language was spoken by a per¬ 
son of the party, I compiled for the use of the 
day. God only knows, my friend, what a 
varied multiplicity of fictions I have formed in 
the course of this journey : and I have to sup¬ 
plicate bis ptirdon for the fabrication, as well as 
to hope for your acquiescence in the necessity. 
The tenour of my story sets forth, that I was by 
birth a Turk, and had come when young to 
India, wliere I was taken into the house of a 
person of distinction who had brought me up. 
That from my long residence in India, I had for¬ 
gotten my native language, and that my pro¬ 
fession had been chiefly that of a soldier, which 
quitting on a disgust, I had collected my little 
property and become a travelling merchant. 
Tlie story, not very complex, possessed plausi¬ 
bility sutliciciit to procure common belief, and 

I myself bad entered so warmly into its spirit. 
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together, has prevented my companions from 


seeing through my disguise, which I now en¬ 
tertain sanguine hopes of preserving to the end 
of my journey. 


I am, dear Sir, 

Yours, &C. See, 
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less a mortifying degradation; but tlic cup ot 
his sorrow was not yet full; for on a greater 
reduction, and at length, a total abolition of the 
pension, this poor man losing sigut of the 
character he had supported, and blinded by a 
vanitv which discouraged all industrious exer- 
tion for a livelihood, became notoriously ad¬ 
dicted to fraud, and petty-thefts; and was 
scarcely saved from an ignominious end. I 
have quoted these examples, thinking them 
more conclusive in conveying to you a know¬ 
ledge of character, tlian any speculative obser¬ 
vation. But when the mind at an early period, 
is not accustomed to behold and admire exam¬ 
ples of integrity and honour, or taught to shun 
jvith horror and contempt the habits of vice 5 
on the contrary, when the instruction given to 
youth, tends to appreciate the duties of life by 
the performance of futile ceremonies, and the 
study of legends pregnant with fable, or \io- 
lent prejudices, we are not to wonder at such 

acts of depravity. 

The flies tormented me so much in the Bella- 
spour army, tl\at I could not but with, difhculty 
secure my food from tlieir vile attacks. A cer¬ 
tain quantity of poison I believe is contained in 
the body of au Indian fly ; for on swallowing it, 
a nausea and vomiting almost immediately suc¬ 
ceed. I had im.ngined that the sickness might 
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278 


FOR«TIll’S TFAVtL?. 

(juiry, which from the (iispo-sltion of the chiei 
might not be favourable, I dciu»inmated myself 
an od^cer in the Jumbo service, tmveiling from 
the army, which was then in the held, to the 
city. The road this day leading in a south¬ 
west* direction, was the most dreary one 1 had 
ever seen, and became more so from the want <jf 
a companion. On approaching so large a town 
as Jumbo, I expected to have seen a moderately 
populous country ; but the aspect was altoge¬ 
ther the reverse. Many miles ot the road lay 
through a defile of sand, the sides ot nhich 
consist of lofty rocks, and nearly perpendicular. 
The predicament in which I tlien stood, gave a 
gloomy cast to my thoughts, which naturally 
adverted to that long-established position, of 
“ man being a sociable animalthe truth of 
which, few are more convinced of than myself 
I did not dwell on the various uses inherent in the 
principles of society, nor on the grander bene¬ 
fits so extensively diffused by general compact, 
but M'as contented with viewdug the lesser con¬ 
veniences which it imparts, with reflecting on 
the casual, but grateful enjoyments w'hicb men 
receive from the most fluctuating intercourse. 
What harmony, what good humour, are often 

* The southern inclination ot this day, caused, I apprehend, 
from the formation of some branch of the mountains. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































290 


VOB8TE1t*S TSATELf. 


of bis landlord bad forced him to quit bis 
house, and he was then in quest of some se¬ 
curer residence. On your side of India, acts 
are doubtless committed, that tend to sully the 
honour and impress an odium on the character 
of our nation ; but they are, belieye me, faint 
specks when compared with the deeds of injus- 
tice and rapacity practised in other Asiatic 
countries. One of the family suffered much 
pain from a lacerated finger; and as all persons 
of my colour are in India denominated sur¬ 
geons, wizards, and artilleiy-men, I was called 
upon to administer help, which I did gratis, to 
their great satisfaction. 

Towards the evening, I arrived at the 
lower town of Jumbo, where seeing a retired 
house at which I intended to have sought ad¬ 
mission, I discovered a person who, about a 
month before, travelled for some days in the 
same party with me j hut being employed on 
some service of dispatch, he had left it. This 
man being now the servant of a Kashmirian at 
Jumbo, for whom I had brought a letter of in¬ 
troduction, and whose name I used to mention 
in the course of the journey, destroyed my 
scheme of privacy. He ran off as soon as he 
had distinctly seen me, and speedily returned 
with his master, who would not rest satisfied 
until he had lodged me in his house, though 



iiii 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2S6 


XBAVEtS 


xobster 

ofa crutch which supports the load and aasisto 

him also in walking. Two caosra are assigned 
for employing men only in this service: aa 
agreement, it is said, arising from a mutu^ 
jealousy, has been made between Ae chi^ 
bordering on either side of the river Chinnaun . 

that no fixed bridge shall be " 

any boat stationed on that stream. 

cause ascribed, which seem* to be more forcibly 

is the stupendous height and f 

Zis dangerous, if not wholly impracticably 
to either a horse or mule. 


ibo cootiiMied to increase 


iu pow^rand commerce untU the year 1770. 
the period of Runzeid Dbve'- '•-A = - on, 


of his sons, 






.ntentiou ^ 

on the governme P and imprisoned 

brothers, the intended ^ i,t 

another, „ . 1 ^ siegnes. Pleased in having 

the protection of the ^ic<^ entering 

obtained so f‘I"”'’'® * ^7^. vain during 

Jumbo, which t * .j p the Sicques 

the administration of j A 

promised to espous . .“^een annually e»- 

vi.our. A small sum bad been 


eastwanl 
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394 


FORSTES'S TRAVELS. 


Though many essential differences exist between 
the religious code of the Hindoos and that of 

O 

the Sicques, a large space of their ground-work 
exhibits strong features of similarity. The 
article indeed of the admission of proselytes 
amongst the Sicques, has caused an essentia^ 
deviation from the Hindoo system, and appa¬ 
rently levelled those barriers which were con¬ 
structed by Brimha, for the arrangement of the 
different ranks and professions of his people. 
Yet this indiscriminate admission, by the 
qualifications which have been adopted, do 
not widely infringe on the customs and pre¬ 
judices of those Hindoos who have embraced 
the faith of the Sicques. They still preserve 
the distinctions which originally marked their 
sects, and perform many of the ancient ce¬ 
remonies of their nation. They form matri¬ 
monial connections only in their own tribes, 
and adhere implicitly to the rules prescribed 
by the Hindoo law, in the choice and pre¬ 
paration of their food. The only aliment 
used in common, by the Sicques at this day. 


ridiculous grimace, it will not seein surprising” that a creed, 
founded on principles calculated to promote the establishment of a 
simple uniform religion, and promulgated by a man of distinguished 
tribe and exenipiary manners, should draw to it proselytes even n 

the bigoted regions of Indi^ 
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rORST£It*S TRAVELS. 


S03 

and driven from his place of residence. Being 
afterwards discovered amongst the hills in the 
northern parts of the Sirhend districts, he was 
so vigourously pressed by the imperial troops, 
that, abandoning his family and effects, he was 
compelled to save himself by speedy flight. 
Vizier Khan, the governor of Sirhend, sullied the 
reputation he had acquired in this service, by 
putting to death, in cold blood, the two 
younger sons of Govind Sing. A severe ven¬ 
geance was taken for this act at a future period 
by the Sicques, wlio, giving a loose to savage 
and indiscriminate cruelty, massacred the Ma¬ 
hometans, of every age and sex, that fell into 
their hands. After his iate disaster, Govind 
Sing found a secure retreat in the Lacky Jun- 
o^les *, which its natural defence, a scarcity ot 
water, and the valour of its inhabitantsf, had 
rendered at that day impregnable. But when 
the resentment of government abated, he re¬ 
turned without molestation to his former resi¬ 
dence in the Punjab. The Sicques say, he even 
received marks of favour from Bhahauder Shah, 
wlio, being apprised of his military abilities, gave 
him a charge in the army which marched into 
the Decan to oppose the rebellion of Ram- 

* A woody country, situate in the northern part of the Punjab, 
and famous for a breed of excellent horses, culled the Jungle Tazee. 

■f The Jatts. 
















... . .. 
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TRAVELS. 


3§> 


Strongly garrisoned. But soon after the march 
of Ahmed Shah, theSicqucs were seen descend¬ 
ing from their various holds on the Punjab» 
which they rapidly laid waste, and after several 
desultory acsions, in which the Afghans were 
defeated, they besieged, and, what seems extra¬ 
ordinary, they took the city of Lahore ; where 
wildly indulging the enmity that had never 
ceased to inflame them against these severe 
scourges of their nation, they committed vio¬ 
lent outmges. The mosques that had been re¬ 
built or restored to use by the Mahometans, 
were demolished with every mark of contempt 
and indignation; and the Afghans, in chains, 
washed the foundations with the blood of hogs/ 
They were also compelled to excavate the re¬ 
servoir at Amrut Sir, wliich in the precedtng 
year they had filled up. The Sicques, liowever, 
keenly actuated by resentment, set a bound to 
the impulse of revenge ; and thousrh the Af- 
guan massacre and persecution must have been 
deeply imprinted on their minds, they did not, 
it is said, destroy one prisoner in cold blood. 

The records of the Sicques give a relation of 
a battle fought with the Afghans, previously to 
the capture of Lahore : but as its asserted issue 
does not correspond Muth the scries of success, 
which conspicuously in India accompanied the 
Afghan arms under Ahmed Shah, or stand 

yoL. I. V 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































3^ 


FORSTE&'t TKATELS. 


plains, possessed impenetrable retreats in forests 
and mountains; and, what was more dreadful 
to their enemies, an invincible courage. 

After the year 17^7, the period of bis last 
campaign in India, Ahmed Shah seems to have 
wholly relinquished the design of subduing the 
Punjab. The Sicques now became the rulers of 
a large country, in every part of w'hich they 
established an undivided authority, and raised 
in it the solid structure of a religion, in the 
propagation and defence of Arhich, their perse¬ 
vering valour merits no coannon applause. 

Timur Shah, the reigning prince of Afgha¬ 
nistan, the son of Ahmed Shah, had made war 
on the Sieques with various success. During 
the interval of his last campaign in India, he 
wrested from them the city, with a large division 
of the province of MouUan ; which the Sicques, 
contrary to the spirit of their national character, 
evacuated, after a weak resistance. This surren- 
^ der might on the first view be termed pusillani¬ 
mous, es])ecially when the inactive disposition, 
of Timur is considered ; but it seems to have* 
been a natural consequence ot their eternal divi¬ 
sions, and the fears entertained by the body at 
lirge, of the increase of individual power. The 
dpmiuions of the Sicques, whuse limits are ever 
in state of fluctuation, was, in the year 17S2, 
bounded oi\ the north by the chain of mountains 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































326 


fosster’s travels. 


Ganges, where it forms the western 


Rohilcund 


hitentio 


CFO»> 


sing the river, and invading the cmsntiy of the 
Vizier. Being at that time in Ro^ciind, I 
witnessed the terror and general alarm which 
prevailed amongst the inhabitants, who, desest* 
ing the open countryi had retired into forts 
and places inaccessible to cavalry. TheSicques, 
perceiving the difficulty of passing a river in 
the face of the Vizier's troops, which were posted 
on the eastern bank, receded from their purpose. 
This fact has been adduced to shew that the 
Sicques command an uninterrupted passage to 
the Ganges *, 

Thus have I laid before you, according to 
the most substantial authorities that I could ob¬ 
tain, the origin of the Sicques; their first terri¬ 
torial establishment, and the outlines of the 
progress they made, in extending a spacious do** 
minion, and consolidating the power which they 
at this day possess. We have seen this people, 
at two different periods, combating the force of 

i 

the Moghul empire, and so severely depressed 
by its superior strength, that the existence of 
their sect was brought to the edge of annibi** 
latioD. The Afghan war involved them in a 


* The Sicque forces assembled ag^ in tbb beginning of the 
year 1785, when they entered the province ci Rohilcund, and 
having laid it waste, for the ^ace of one hundnid miles, they ter 
turned unmolested. 
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FORSTEU'S TRAV£L&: 


studiously offered him the 
which men observe to those 


the Sicque received iny advances 
reserve and disdain,.giving roe, 1 


horseman, and 
acquaintance, I 
rious attentions 

lev court. But 

xed 


ir his depoi^ment tc 
not less contemptuous 


him 


chief, was wholly 


of 


(i 


nformable to the observa- 
his nation. He told me 
and wi th an expression of 


countenance, which seemed to revolt at the idea 


su¬ 


perior, and 2 
his prophet 1 


no other master th^ 


crovernmeot 


ceased to 


actuate its operations, was conducted by ge- 
necal and limited assemblies, which presided 
over the different departments of the state. The 


grand convenuon, c«tiicu iu iucii — 

rimotta, was that in which the army met to 

» _ _ ^ m 


more 


as the declaration of war or peace, forming alii 

and detaching parties on the service of 


ances 


the year. The amount of the contributions levied 
on the public account was reported to this as¬ 
sembly, and divided among the chiefs, propor- 
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Forster’s tbavklr. 


A Skique horseman is amied with a matchlock 
and sabre of excellent metal, and his horse is 
strong and well formed. la this matter I speak 
from a personal knowledge, having in the course 
of my journey seen two of their parties, each of 
which amounted to about two huiidred horse¬ 
men. They were clothed in white vests and 
their arms were preserved in good order: the 
accoutrements, consisting of priming-horns aiid 
ammuiiition»pouches, were chiefly covered with 
European scarlet cloth, and ornamented with 
gold lace. The predilection of the Sicques for 
the match-lock niusquet, and the constant use 

they make of it, causes a difference in their man- 

* 

ner cf attack from that of any other Indian ca¬ 
valry ; a party, from forty to fifty, advance in 
a quick pace to the distance of a carabine shot 
from the enemy, and then, that the fire may b^’ 
given with the greater certainty, the horses are 
dra>v'n up, and their pieces discharged; when, 
speedily retiring about a hundred paces, they 
load, and repeat the same mode of annoying the 
enemy. The horses have been-so expertly 
trained to the performance of this operation, 
that, on receiving a stroke of the hand, they 
stop from a full career. But it is not by this 
mode of combat that the Sicques have become 

^ A long calico govrn. Waving a body ami sleeves, trith a 
ckivi. 


rrrrf? 
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Forster’s tratels. 


sents, “ are in general strong and well made ; 

** accustomed from tlieir infancy to tlie nrost 
laborious life, and hardest fare, they make 
“ marches, and undergo &t%u€s that really ap- 

** pear astonishing. In their excnrsioiis they carry 
“ no tents or baggage, except, perhaps, a small 
tent for the principal officer: the rest shelter 
themselves uuder. blankets, which serve them 
** also in the cold weather to wrap themselves 

** in, and which, on a inarch, coyer their saddles. 

They have commonly two, some of them 
** three, horses each, of the middle size, strong, 
active, and mild tempered. The provinces, 
of Lahore and Moultan, noted for a breed of 
“ the best horses m Htnrfostan, afford them an 
** ample supply ; and indeed they take the 
** greatest care to increase it by all means in 
“ their power. Though they make merry on 
the demise of any of their brethren, they 
“ nrourn for the death of ahorse : thos shewing 
“ their love of an animal so necessary to them 
** in their professional capacity. The food of 
“ tlie Sicques is of the coarsest kind, and such 
** as the poorest people in Hindostan use from 
“ necessity. Bread, baked in ashes, and soaked 
“ in a mash made of difterect sorts of ptikc”. 
** is the best dish, and such as they never in 
“ duVge in but when at full leisure; otlieraise, 
“ vcXQhcs and tares, hastily parched, is all they 
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fniiiliiLgREiSii 














“Hl:-'-:3lil:S^**s:;! 

















[IZk ■■'a-Z-“5"" ~~~ — 
j|■' r3M»--EaB _'ZZi^ 


.ZS2>--=3!? .3Z3^-Z"#-l=a2zr -S» 

IF"' IZaai^ :aaa__.^«v — ~~«^a3z~~3M- 


Fi 























_^::|5!Eii:; :=' “— - 


!!ii::^ 

M 

dliiii 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































360 


rORSTBE’s TRATELt. 


tioning, that after Ram had recovered Seetab, 
he ordered, for th^ removal of certain suspicioot 


own 


effectually shutting the month of slander, whicl 
began to open, that she should be judged by 


the ordeal trial. 


eager 


doubt from the mind of her lord, and to exhibit 


test 


heard the mandate; and, without show of dread, 
walked over the burning iron. But the feet of 
Seetab, says the story, “ being shod with in- 
• ‘ nocence, the scorching heat was to her a bed 


“ of flowers. 


19 


Eastern 


tale, which might justly be deemed a trifling 


women 


oni:, uiw *«- -- 

amon- the more ancient Hindoos, were not ea- 
Zled from the public eye. and that this peop C 

were acquainted with the trial by fire at an^^^ 
period of time. The same nses may be derived 

Lm this story as 

eenf a^d devils, we me enabled to extract just 

felations of the manners and dispositions of the 

‘■7s" have thus far entered on a subject M 

has occasionally engaged my attentio , 

* , rawu farther and recite a circuui 

pioceeu ^ _„„„„horate the position, tnat 






ronSTEll’s TBAVBLS. 


361 


Hindoo women of distinction, by ancient as 
well as existing usage, were not debarred the 
sight of men. When a female of the chittery, 
or royal race, was marriageable, or supposed to 
possess a discriminating choice, she was conduc* 
ted to an apartment where many ^ ouths of her 
own tribe were assembled; and, being desired 
to select from them her future husband, she 
distinguished the object of her partiality by 
throwing over his neck a wreath of flowers*. 

These desultory opinions arc freely given, 
and I am to intreat you* will as freely review 
them; receiving such as may stand on princi> 
pies of reason, and rejecting, without a scruple, 
those that seem vague or fanciful. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

•Yours, See, 

This custom, I am informed, lias been observed within these 
late years at Tanjore. 



IND OE Vot. I. 





















































































































































































































































